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Understanding	Children’s	Neighbourhoods	



CNS	is	an	approach	to	create	be1er	lives	for	children	and	young	people	living	in	a	neighbourhood	
	

1.	Developmental	ac<vity:	

²  Create	even	more	effec-veness	and	coherence	within	the	neighbourhood	that	makes	a	difference	
to	outcomes	for	for	children	and	young	people.	This	is	‘collec:ve	impact’	

²  Broker,	facilitate	and	support	partnership	and	collabora-ve	ac-on	between	assets	including	
people,	organisa-ons	and	services	across	a	neighbourhood-	A	‘backbone	support	organisa:on’		

	
									2.	Research	and	evalua<on	ac<vity:	

²  Draw	on	external	research	to	inform	our	decision-making	

²  Undertake	our	own	par:cipatory	research	to	iden-fy	key	priori-es	for	ac-on	within	the	
neighbourhood	

²  Assess	ac-vity	to	inform	our	work	and	monitor	and	evaluate	impact	of	CNS	

			

What	is	Children’s	Neighbourhoods	Scotland?	



Harnessing	collabora<ve	ac<on	
	for	Collec<ve	Impact	

Source:	Henig	et	al.,	2015	



Common	agenda:		
All	members	of	the	collabora-ve	need	a	shared	understanding	of	

the	issue	and	an	agreed	approach	to	tacking	it.		

	

Shared	data	and	accountability	systems:	
	For	alignment	and	accountability	purposes,	those	involved	need	to	

have	common	indicators	of	success.	

Mutually	reinforcing	agendas	and	ac<vi<es:	
	Ac-on	needs	to	co-ordinated	to	avoid	overlap	and	gaps.	

Clear	and	consistent	communica<on:		
In	order	to	build	rela-onships	and	trust,	establish	common	
objec-ves,	and	build	shared	purpose	and	a	guiding	coali-on.	

Backbone	support	organisa<on:		
A	separate	organiza-on	is	required	to	provide	the	administra-ve,	logis-cal,	

and	coordina-ng	support	necessary	to	create	and	sustain	a	successful	
partnership.	

Making	it	happen:	Collec:ve	Impact		

Through	our	
collabora-ve	work	
with	partners	and	
con-nuous		
research	and	
evalua-on	we	will	
create:		



Who	are	Children’s	Neighbourhoods	
Scotland	Team?	
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Who	are	Children’s	Neighbourhoods	Scotland?		
Key	Local	and	Na<oanl	Partners:	The	Advisory	Board	

Children’s	University	








